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The book I am recommending this week is one 
of the best books for kids that I have read.  It 
is Stella by Starlight by Sharon Draper.  The 
reason I chose to read this book is because I 
really enjoyed Out of My Mind, also by Sharon 
Draper.  She is a New York Times best-selling 
author.  This book was equally good, if not 
better, because it is a historical fiction based 
on the experiences and stories of her father 
and grandmother, Estelle.  They lived in North 
Carolina, and this story takes place during 
1932, the time of the Depression, in 
Bumblebee, North Carolina. 
 
The story opens with Stella Mills, an African 
American girl, and her younger brother Jojo. 
They are out at night, and witness the Ku Klux 
Klan gathering around a burning cross on the 
other side of the pond across from their land.  While this sounds like a bleak 
beginning, the author really develops the characters, bonds of family, and sense 
of community between Stella and her neighbors.  She also details Stella’s struggle 
to become a budding young writer.  Things come to a head when Stella’s father 
and some of the other men in the African American community decide to vote in 
the upcoming presidential election.  It’s a wonderful story of courage and hope in 
the face of prejudice and racism.  This is an audiobook, and the reading is 
phenomenal, really bringing the story to life. 
 
I would recommend this book for fifth grade readers.  Sensitive children might 
have a hard time with the sections dealing with the violence that occurred during 
the fight for civil rights,  although it isn’t presented in a graphic manner.  The 
author also balances this by writing about the support and kindness of some 
members of the white community for the Afican American people in their town.  I 
loved this book! 
 
Reviewed by Mrs. Collins, Library Media Secretary 


